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joel black-beatty

Joel Black-Beatty, born in a small suburb just out side of Toronto is an admired photographer and graphic designer working in mostly 
contemporary style.

After finishing his studies in web design at Humber College, Joel accepted his B.A. in Cinema Studies. During his Cinema Studies 
at University of Toronto, his interest in Cinematography, and manual still-cameras inspired him to become skilled in lighting, and an expert 
with lenses.  Beginning as a ® lm purist, and vowing never to switch to digital, he began pursuing a career in photography, and accepted 
various jobs assisting photographers and photo studios. Through this work, he became more accepting of digital photography, 
and interested in the endless possibilities provided by Photoshop and graphic design programs. Digital manipulation of photographs 
now takes a major roll in his work.

He has traveled most of Europe, Canada, the U.S. and the Caribbean, and has lived in Toronto, Vancouver, and Whistler. The places he visits 
always inspire him in one way or another. After becoming tired with ordinary visual experience and the objective reality inherent in 
photography, he decided to seek a more subjective, surreal visual style while remaining in the photographic medium. Joel currently works 
as a freelance graphic designer and photographer, as well as showing and selling art in a variety of restaurants and galleries.

These are images of my travels 
around the city of Toronto. 

They present a very subjective 
alternate reality, an irrational, 
hallucinatory dream world; 
yet the world they are from 
have distinct memories of our 
rational world. It is not a di! erent 
reality, but one that lingers just 
beyond the boundaries of the 
one in which we reside. You may 
recognize popular Toronto street 

corners and landmarks in these pictures, perhaps places you pass every day. Sometimes I wonder 
why they look the way they do, and what they might look like in a different physical or 
mental plane? In the world of these images, the basic visual structures of reality are deformed 
and distorted, but not to the point of being unrecognizable. 

They are intended to take the viewer out of the recognizable and familiar locations and twist them 
into a surreal, psychedelic world of colour, light, waves and fractals. They show us something that 
we rarely see, a dreamlike impression of the public space we know very well. As we move from 
our world to the world of these images, the city turns from a very structured, rational landscape 
to a more organic, irrational, and beautiful place. These images are random and structured, organic 
and inorganic, representational and fantastic, and have varying levels of detail, as you look deeper 
into each one. 

The creation of these works involves many processes. They begin with photography, and undergo 
much digital illustration, morphing, and warping. The colours and lighting change dramatically. 
Then the skies become fractals, created mathematically. Fractals are the visual blueprints of life, 
nature's geometry, mathematical structures that determine the look of all things. Some of the 
process is very technical and mathematic, while much of it is akin to automatic writing, attempting 
to turn o!  the conscious mind and allow the subconscious to direct the process. 

The world we live in, like the world in these pictures, is only as real as you imagine it to be. 


